
There are many reasons I consider it a tremendous privilege to serve as the Member of Parliament for 

Lethbridge. One of them is the level of civic interest and participation from constituents like you. No doubt, 

political engagement has increased significantly across the country over the last year, but I would suggest the 

constituents of Lethbridge outpace most regions of the nation. It’s remarkable! 

Over the last seven years, the federal government has encroached on the personal lives of Canadians to a 

far greater extent than ever before. As a result, human potential has been impeded, innovation and creativity 

have been stunted, and prosperity has been hindered. Canadians are growing increasingly concerned.  

Whether it’s regarding government mandates and restrictions, increased taxation (the carbon tax), 

censorship legislation, the invocation of the Emergencies Act, regulations that impact agricultural production, or 

local issues, I receive thousands of emails and phone calls every week and meet with dozens of constituents face

-to-face each month. I am extremely grateful for these interactions, as they help me understand what is most 

important to those I represent, and I am able to serve more effectively in Ottawa as a result.  

 

As if Bill C-11 wasn’t already bad enough, the federal government has brought forward a second piece of censorship 

legislation, Bill C-18. This bill will give more power to the government-appointed commission to determine which news outlets 

are approved to pursue monetary compensation for articles being shared on social media platforms and which media 

companies are plain out of luck.  

      In other words, the state will determine whether a news source is 

legitimate. This is another crafty way for the government to control what 

information is shared, and therefore what information you can freely see.  

This legislation has been touted as a solution for keeping traditional news 

outlets afloat by compelling tech giants, such as Facebook and Google to 

pay media outlets for articles or videos shared or made discoverable on their pages. 

At first glance, this might sound reasonable. It is undeniable that traditional news outlets are struggling as technology 

progresses in this digital age. To expect remuneration seems fair. However, if we dig a little deeper into the very likely 

ramifications, I believe this “solution” will cause more harm than good. 

Proponents of this bill claim it is a necessary tool to keep traditional news publishers afloat in a sea of digitization and 

social media. Perhaps, but what it would also do is make the state the gatekeeper of news—a set-up that is undemocratic and 

arguably unconstitutional. In short, it makes the CRTC the arbiter of what is an acceptable source of news and what is not.  

Former CRTC Commissioner, Peter Menzies, said, “Bill C-18 forces online platforms — exactly which ones will be defined at 

some future point by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) — to reach commercial 

terms with designated Canadian news organizations. The money involved has to be used for 

domestic news coverage only and agreements must be approved by the CRTC — two steps 

that put the state squarely in the newsrooms of the nation.” 

History tells us that any time government attempts to control the media, we should be 

very concerned.  

A common justification given for censorship is that it will reduce misinformation and disinformation. This is a lie. The way to 

combat misinformation is to allow for more free speech, not less. It is through discussion, verification, and the challenging of 

ideas that we come to discover truth, not by government directives and 

control.  

       Section 2(b) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms states: 

“Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: freedom of 

thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press 

and other media of communication.” 

       The Charter protects these freedoms from government 

infringement because they are necessary for a functioning democracy. 

And yet, the Liberals have put forward Bill C-18, which will have a direct impact on the dissemination of information by 

mandating payments from platforms that facilitate access to news. 

Millions of Canadians read and watch the news on social media. Fewer and fewer Canadians watch news programming on 

TV, just ask the CBC.  

The amount of discretionary power this bill gives to the CRTC is troubling. Instead of fostering competition and ensuring an 

even playing field for journalists and traditional media, this bill does the exact opposite by picking winners and losers based on 

a yet-to-be-determined governmental criteria. Censorship is being passed off as compassion for legacy media. It sounds nice 

to want to force online platforms to pay for links to news pages, but our job as legislators is not to do what sounds nice. Our 

job is to uphold the Constitution and ensure Canadians’ Charter rights are protected. For this reason, I will be taking a firm 

stand against Bill C-18 when it gets debated in the fall. 
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Many of you have reached out to my office to ask how to get more involved and have an impact on the future 

of our country. I would offer a few suggestions: 
 

• STAY INFORMED. Whether it’s watching the news, reading print media, listening to the radio, enjoying 

podcasts, searching social media pages, or exploring websites, I encourage you to pursue a variety of news 
sources and make judgements based on research and critical thought. I have found that no one source 
provides 100% accurate coverage at all times. I try to share important news stories on my Facebook page daily. 
Feel free to check it out: https://www.facebook.com/RachaelThomasMP 

 
• KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. It’s much easier for a government to override the people’s rights when they don’t 

know what they are. Knowing your Constitutionally protected rights and freedoms laid out in the Charter is a 
good start. I’ve included it in this mailer. 

 
• USE YOUR VOICE. Your voice is powerful, use it. If you see something you believe to be wrong or 

concerning, share that information with others. The more information people have, the more equipped they 
are to do something to effect change.  

 
• CONTACT ELECTED OFFICIALS.  Use your voice is to communicate your encouragement or criticism to 

politicians who are in positions to serve the Canadian people. Whether it is a Liberal Minister, the Prime 
Minister, a Senator, or me, please reach out by placing a phone call or sending an email. One voice may seem 
insignificant, but together, they are powerful. When an office receives thousands of emails and phone calls on 
a particular issue, it’s difficult to ignore. This is a great way for you to exert your power as a citizen of this 
country.  

BILL C-11: CENSORING WHAT YOU CAN SEE, HEAR, & POST ONLINE 

Under the guise of fairness, equality, and safety, the 
Liberal government has put forward Bill C-11, which will 
regulate the content you see, hear, and post online.  

In a bizarre attempt to cover up the real impetus for this 
bill, the Liberals have claimed their only aim is to “level the 

playing field” among 
traditional and non-
traditional artists in Canada 
and “promote Canadian 
culture.” However, new 
media creators, consumers, 
and legal experts are saying 
this bill won’t do any of that. 

It will hurt Canada’s digital first creators, hinder consumer 
choice, and impede our freedom in the virtual world.  

The Minister responsible for this bill has proven time and 
again that he either doesn’t understand the implications of 
his bill or is purposely trying to mislead Canadians. When the 
bill was studied at Heritage Committee, the Minster 
repeatedly told MPs that user-generated content—the things 
you post on Facebook, YouTube, or Tik Tok—won’t be 
captured by this bill, but this claim was contradicted by 
almost every industry stakeholder, legal expert, and digital 
first creator that presented to the committee. 

Even the Chair of the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunication Commission (CRTC), Mr. Ian Scott, 
dispelled the Minister’s claim when he confirmed on two 
separate occasions that user content is, in fact, covered under 
Bill C-11.  

As the bill went through the legislative process, we began 
to hear testimony from digital content creators and industry 
experts who said this bill will hurt new media artists and 
dictate to Canadians what should be part of their culture, 
rather than letting it happen organically. The government, 
through the CRTC, will dictate what is “Canadian” enough to 
be kept on page one of a person’s YouTube search, and what 
has to be bumped to page 496. In other words, the CRTC will 
choose which content creators get to succeed and which do 
not. It will be up to government-instructed bureaucrats to 
pick winners and losers among new media artists.  

Simultaneously, the government will force certain content 
in front of the eyeballs of Canadians. Talk about a heavy-
handed approach and a direct imposition on your freedom to 
choose! 

Not only that, but by creating protectionist walls around 
Canadian content, the CRTC will inhibit the global reach, and 
therefore the success, of so many Canadian artists who rely 
on larger international audiences. 

Despite all the testimony we heard exposing the facts, the 

Minister and other Liberals MPs have gone so far as to 
characterise anyone who would criticize this legislation as 
“conspiracy theorists” who are spreading “misinformation.” 
Unfortunately, this erroneous labelling has become a habit of 
the government and just one more tactic used to discredit 
naysayers and quash any form of criticism. 

Bill C-11 is not about protecting culture, it’s about giving 
the government more control over public discourse. To have 
a government agency regulate the dissemination of 
information online puts Canada in step with countries like 
North Korea, China, Iran, and Russia. 

The best way to promote Canadian culture is through the 
protection of free speech. Giving Canadians the freedom to 
create, express their views, and speak freely is what supports 
the proliferation of our rich Canadian culture. For the Liberals 
to think culture is best protected by dictates from a 
government agency is absurd. Our culture is held within the 

Canadian people.  
This government has grown 
far too comfortable in 
overstepping and 
intervening in the daily lives 
of Canadians. Where 
freedom should be the 

default, the federal government is trying to usurp individual 
autonomy. It’s wrong. 

As experts spoke out and Canadians became more aware 
of the dangers of this bill, the Liberals grasped for more 
control. At the request of the Heritage Minister, the Liberals, 
the NDP and the Bloc Québécois voted in favour of a process 
motion that shut down debate on this bill and silenced 
important voices.   

As most Canadians were sleeping, the members of the 
Heritage Committee were forced to vote on amendments 
without them being read into the public record. No debate or 
discussion was allowed, and we were not able to ask 
clarifying questions. The process was an inexcusable assault 
on democracy and another stain on this government’s 
record.  

Despite our best efforts as Conservative MPs, this 
egregious legislation was passed by the House of Commons 
and now resides with the Senate.  

My colleagues and I will continue to do everything in our 
power to hold this government accountable to Canadians. 
The bill will be studied by the Senate Committee on 
Transport and Communications in the fall. If you would like to 
contact the Canadian Senators to voice your thoughts on Bill 
C-11, you can find their information here: www.sencanada.ca/
senators. Remember, your thoughts matter! 

The Liberals would like you to believe that Bill C-21, their most recent gun legislation, will protect you and your family 
by making our communities safer. But that’s not true. It’s a piece of legislation that goes after law-abiding firearms owners 
and ignores the real problem: gangs and weapons traffickers.  

The process by which the Liberals have chosen to advance their anti-firearm agenda is rife with fearmongering, 
misleading information, and political gamesmanship.  

      As legislators, our efforts and resources should focus on minimizing the likelihood of gun violence. Politics should 
be taken out of the equation.  
       Sadly, the current government believes otherwise. Political talking points 
and virtue signalling have taken centre stage at the expense of doing 
something concrete to address the real issues. 
Interestingly, since the Liberals took office in 2015, gun crime has gone up 
steadily each year. A reasonable person would evaluate this statistic and 

suggest a different approach instead of doubling down.  
It’s important to note that Canada has incredibly tight laws when it comes to acquiring, using, storing, and transporting 

firearms. If you wish to have one, you must take a course and pass a written and practical exam. You then have to apply 
for a license. Your mental health history will be investigated, and a criminal record check will be done. Your name will be 
kept in the system, any firearms you purchase will be registered to you, and you will be held accountable for their use.  

The Prime Minister would like Canadians to believe that none of this is true and that anyone who owns a firearm is a 
bad person. If he can make you think this, he can get away with his useless gun legislation. He claims it will help keep 
Canadians safe and upon first read that might seem reasonable, but the facts tell a different story.  

Gun crimes are committed largely by gangs, with guns that are smuggled into Canada from the US. They aren’t 
registered and those who use them obviously don’t abide by the law. Putting more laws in place won’t take criminals off 
the streets. More laws will simply punish those who already abide by the existing ones.  

Conservatives have always stood for commonsense firearm safety and strong consequences for those who commit 
firearms offenses. In fact, we support the elements of Bill C-21 that focus on protecting potential victims and tightening up 
laws that address gun smuggling. It is shameful the Liberal government chose politics over people by rejecting our 
proposal to immediately pass these elements of the bill. 

Sadly, there are times when politicians exploit tragedies to push through their agendas. It would seem this is the case 
in Canada right now. More than five RCMP officers have come forward with testimony concerning the pressure applied by 
RCMP Commissioner, Brenda Lucki, to release firearm details just days after the Nova Scotia mass shooting in April 2020. 
Evidence would indicate that she made these demands after pressure was applied to her by the Public Safety Minister. It 
has been alleged that this pressure was placed on our law enforcement, at risk of jeopardizing the investigation, to further 
the Liberal government’s political agenda. 

Ironically, while the Prime Minister is doing his best to make Canadians believe they will be kept safer by implementing 
stricter gun laws, he is simultaneously making life easier for those who commit gun crimes.  

Bill C-5 will amend the Criminal Code to take away mandatory jail time for violent gun crime and allow those criminals 
to serve under house arrest in our communities. This will make our neighborhoods less safe and more at risk of future gun 
violence. This is about politics, not gun safety, and it is at the expense of everyday Canadians who are being victimized in 
their own communities by rising gun violence committed by gangs and dangerous criminals. 

Here are some of the offences the Liberals do not believe warrant mandatory prison time: weapons trafficking, 
discharging a firearm with intent, robbery with a firearm, and extortion with a firearm. This is both alarming and absurd. 

This soft on crime approach is not only dangerous, but a departure from reason.  
For years, my Conservative colleagues and I have been calling on the government to address gun smuggling and 

improve the ability of border agents to prevent the flow of illegal guns into Canada. The new border control measures fall 
short of giving agents targeted resources or a directed taskforce to detect smuggling. 

The Liberals talk a big game about gun crime, but the fact is they are going soft on the real gun criminals and 
weakening the law where it counts. If we want to reduce harm, we need to focus on where the problem exists, not use a 
broad brushstroke in lawmaking that will have no effect.  

THE LIBERAL’S APPROACH TO GUN CRIME: 
POLITICS OVER PEOPLE  

Visit my office for a full sized copy of the Canadian Charter! 
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